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BCCC Matters!
July 2019
It's summer time...
...get off the water for a minute and see what's happening in your club...

View from the Chair
This from James Freemantle...

As anyone who's been down to the club over the last month will know,
members, volunteers and coaches have been extremely busy. On Tuesday
night's we've had 2 introduction and 1 intermediate courses running, which
when combined with coaches and volunteers meant we've had up to 30 people
on the water at once - which is great! Saturdays has seen race training,
another introduction course and introduction to racing. On top of that, building
on the work the canal authority have done to the club house, members tidied,
cleaned and painted the club house.
All this activity has generated a real energy at the club which is great to see. If
you've not been down already, our 40th anniversary barbeque on Saturday 20
July, would be a great opportunity. Free food, drink (soft!) and the chance to
join the BCCC grand flotilla so please bring your paddling kit. If you've not
already, please email me to confirm your attendance and any dietary
requirements. The party is preceded by the hare and hounds, a paddle of 2, 4
or 6 miles. All boats welcome. Contact the race organiser.
We've been saying if for a while, but we now have our first group of new
instructors who completed their courses. These are Paul Sandy, Debbie
Carpenter, Tony Gallagher, David Bale and Neil Matthews. Congratulations to
them one and all! I look forward to seeing them on the water with groups soon.
Finally, don't forget the Boat Repair Course, starting this week (details below).
All members welcome. Free!
That's all from me. I hope to see as many of you as possible at the party on
Saturday 20th!
James

40th Anniversary celebration – AKA the Summer Shindig! – 20 July
The Summer Shindig will take place on 20 July at the club. Many of our
founder members have been invited back to celebrate with us our 40th year in
operation. It will officially start around 10:45, but members are welcome to
come and join the Hare and Hounds event and complete 2, 4, or 6 miles in a
boat of their choice. We’ll be aiming to get as much as our flotilla on the water
as possible so please bring your paddling kit! The event will include a
Barbeque and games and will be free to members, new and old. Please
RSVP if you are coming with any special dietary requirements (hint - fillet steak
is not a dietary requirement).

Starts This Week Starts This Week Starts This
Week Starts This Week
Boat Repairs and Maintenance
From Liz Murnaghan...
The Boat Repair course is on the following dates: 17th July, 19th July and
26th July 6pm to 9pm at Mytchett. If you can only make 2 dates you will be able
to catch up.. Wear old clothes and tie back long hair. Everybody welcome.
Free to members!

Courses & Coaching
Congratulations

From Rose Fox...
Congratulations to Sara Fenandez, Fenando Sanchez, Duncan & Monty
Johnson and Karl Lees for passing their introductory course.

Paddleboard Day
Sunday 7th July dawned decidedly soggy but BCCC Team SUP was not
deterred. Rosarii, Paul, Nima and Keanan, Andrew and Gillian all got paddling
as the weather improved.

On a SUP, if you feel like a rest you do the "Crocodile thing", sit down on the
job and just let the guy in front do all the work.

Or even go horizontal if the effort is all too much.

Everyone learnt a bit more about the art of the SUP and were keen to try again.
Brian Biffin

Upcoming Courses:
Taster Courses - First Saturday of the Month - £10 (taken off subsequent
membership). Book Online
Introductory courses - Watch this space - Coming soon

Hare 'n' Hounds
From the editor...

The Hare and Hounds event (third Saturday of every month) has seen a bit of a
drop-off in numbers attending recently. Let me dispel a few myths:
It's not for 'racers' only; anybody can join in and we would welcome
anybody of any ability (so long as you can paddle independently).
It's not for long-distance paddlers only; there are 2, 4 and 6 mile options
and anybody can enter any distance. So if you've had a dodgy kebab the
night before you can always do just the 2 miles to work off the abdo pain.
Similarly if you've woken up feeling like a sports car, you can do 6 miles
and regret it at leisure.
It's not just for those sleek tippy boats that nobody can stay upright in
unless you were born with an extra spirit level in your brain. You can
enter in any type of boat (canadian paddle board, tourer, etc.). But you do
have to paddle it.
It's not 'for serious paddlers only'. Consider it like the Park Run at the
lodge. You turn up, do your paddle, get a time, brag about it, have fun
and get a coffee at our bright new kitchen with BCCC stripes on it.
So lets see a few more of you out there. Let Tony know for numbers but if you
forget to do that, just turn up and he'll accommodate you.
From Tony Gallagher...
All,
Next Saturday (20th) is the July Hare and Hounds as well as the Summer
Shindig. As usual you can choose the 2, 4 or 6 mile course and attached is
the list of start times for those who have taken part previously (9.45 for anyone
doing 2 miles).
What a great way to build up an appetite for the BBQ!
Regards,
Tony

BCCC Racing News
From Tina Looi...
Forthcoming Haslers for your diary:
Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th August – National Canoe Marathon
Championships, Norwich
Saturday 24th August 2019 – Longridge (last qualifying race of the 2018/19
season)
Sunday 8th September 2019 - Pangbourne (start of the 2019/20 season)
Sunday 28th October 2019 - Banbury
Saturday 28th September 2019 - Hasler Finals, Southampton
Peer training sessions continue on Tuesday and Thursday evenings and on
Saturday morning. If you would like to join a peer training session, please
contact me.
For those interested in Sea Kayaking racing there is a race close to home. The
Poole Harbour Race falls on Sunday 8th September 2019...
"The ‘Poole Harbour Race’ is a race around the harbour with a choice of 4, 8 or
15 miles. All races start from a sandy beach on the edge of the harbour 'Le
Mans' style. The two longer courses both go round Brownsea Island whilst the
short course runs along the shoreline towards Poole and then turns towards
Rockley - and then finally returning to finish at the starting point. The 4 mile
race is suitable for aspiring juniors and novices - and anyone else with a
competitive edge . Any boat is welcome K1, K2, Ski, Sea kayak (classic and
racing), Wavehopper, WWR, C1, C2, OC1, Canadian, General purpose or 6
man Hawaiian canoe & Stand up Paddle Boards." Burgers, cakes and tea for
competitors are included on your return. Now, that is quite a tempting offer to
do the race !
Thames Valley Hasler Results
The day started a little drizzly but it cleared up for a glorious sunny day.for
paddling. Congratulations to Bryan Godfrey for coming first in Div 6 and being
promoted to Division 5! Well done also to Tony Gallagher (Div 7), Stuart
Skeldon (Div 8), coming in 6th out of 20, paddling first time in his stability 1
boat, Zoe Griffiths (Div 9), Liz Murnaghan and Vicky Metcalfe (Pangbourne)
(Div 6_6) and Graeme Harding and Tina Looi (Div7_7), having only trained
together twice, all earning good points for the club. Sean Agha had to retire
due to injury.

Results here. Thanks to Rob Ames for being Team Leader on the day.

Charles Hick Challenge
This is set for Sunday 3rd November 2019. Put the date in your diary now!

Peer Paddles
Marathon
If you are looking for a group to train with, there are groups who train mainly on
Tuesday and Thursday evenings and Saturday mornings. It is not coach-led. If
you’d like to join these groups, please contact Rob Ames or Tina Looi.

Touring
If you're into gentle touring paddling along the Basingstoke canal and have a
Tuesday Morning (9.30 to 12) or a Saturday (12 to 4) free, come and join a
group of NON-RACERS for a peer paddle. We enjoy just being on the water
and seeing the sites. We generally paddle all year round, unless the ice gets
too thick or in my case, its raining. We paddle in either direction as the whim
takes us. We could be ice breaking in winter, bird watching, litter picking,
saying 'Hello' to people on the tow path, to name a few fun things. Sometimes
we may go to another location on the canal for a change. You can contact
me, Ray Rasmussen and let me know when you might be coming.

Gower Peninsular Trip
Gower paddle went well, Eleven BCCC paddlers plus myself and Steve, (a BC
Leader, who drove over from Chelmsford to join us.) Steve, Paul, Alan and
Caroline, Anne, Pina, and Fiona, Rick, Alay and Chris all camped on the
water's edge. Tina Youth Hostelled, even nearer the water, while Debbie went
for self catering.
Saturday weather was perfect, so we decided to do the long trip straight away.
Provisions were stowed, coastguard alerted and we were off. The overfalls off
Oxwich point lived up to expectations, but no one went swimming. Sunday was
overcast with force 4 gusting 5, so we unanimously agreed to walk the scenic
coast path around Port Eynon Head. Here's the proof!
Brian

Membership Database
From Bill Hansell...
Our online membership management system has been up and running for a
couple of months now and it's proving to be very successful. We are soon
going to add online payment as well to make it even easier to pay your subs
online.
Every member now has a login to the system so you can keep your
membership details and subscriptions uptodate. Please note that the system is
GDPR compliant and we have taken as much care as we reasonably can to
ensure that your details are safe. We do not share data with anybody beyond
the scope of the declaration you sign without your express permission.
In an effort to improve further our facilities security, we will be soon start to
manage our access codes to the barn, kitchen and changing facilities via the
membership system. Further updates to follow but in the meantime, do make
sure that your details are correct as the system will depend on this.
There are a number of people who have not yet renewed or have renewed
online but not yet paid (you know who you are!). The membership police are
on the case.

VHF Radio Course
From Brian Biffin...
Anne and myself are planning to do a VHF radio course, which is the
qualification for operating a marine band radio. The organiser will come to us
but we really need at least one more candidate to make the course viable. Can
you put a note out advertising this please? The cost of the course is between
£85 and £135 per person plus £60 for the certificate. It is being run by Thames
Boat Training.
Let me know if you are interested.
Many thanks,
Brian

We're getting there...
From Bill Hansell...
Thank you to everyone that helped out at the barn clean earlier recently. We
achieved a great deal and everyone was rewarded with a free Costco sausage
(with bread) (and sauce) (but no serviettes). I think everyone will agree that the
place looks much, much smarter, cleaner and tidier. The BCCC signage is in
place and all in all we are now showing quite a presence at the Canal Centre.
So please, please keep everything as you would wish to find it. Simple house
rules:
If you use it, clean it afterwards and put it away again.
No personal possessions (other than boat storage) stored at the club.
Any problems, don't hesitate to solve them.

There is now a drop-off box in the Kitchen for missives to the committee,
membership secretary, boat storage secretary etc. It is checked regularly.
Please, no cash.
We are now at a stage where individual jobs can be tackled on an ad. hoc.
basis. I have compiled a list of such jobs and I will pin up a copy on the notice
boards (that's actually a job to finish - painting them and put them back up). If
you have some time, at your convenience, just pick one off and do it! If you
need tools and materials, I will make sure you've got them. What we need is
your skill and time.
FInally, it's our ambition this year to turn the right hand side of the barn into a
modest gym area, with padded flooring, easy access to the ergo's, pull-up bars
etc. Watch this space.

Some feedback on the new changing rooms from Brian and Anne Biffin...
Brian and I have been doing some taster sessions for our Cubs and Scouts
(they are a fully paid up, affiliated group) over the last few weeks. They were
hugely impressed with the new changing rooms. So much so they were lying
down on the warm, cushioned floor to hug it!

From our local friends at Blackwater Valley Canoe Club...They have a very big
calendar of events...
We just wanted to give you a quick update on our programme, which can also
be found on our website calendar https://www.bvcc.org.uk/programme/.

Checkout our calendar on our website. Did you know you can subscribe to the
B3C calendar? Just click on the Subscribe button at the B3C Calendar page to
show B3C events in your own calendar.
Got an event that's not on the calendar? Contact Bill Hansell with the details
and we'll make sure it's put on there.

Club Kit

There's no excuse not be blinged up to the eyeballs with B3C branded kit. It's
really good stuff and the editor highly recommends the B3C bobble hats.
Here's the link to our supplier Granite Sports.

Your chance to contribute to the Newsletter.
Have you got something of general interest to the B3C circulation? A trip, race or
competition report? Something you've been up to in a boat? Some good pictures of our
paddlers or waterways? An event you think would be good to attend? Let us know and
we'll get something in the monthly newsletter.
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