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Basingstoke Canal Canoe Club 

Meeting Minutes 

Time/Date: 20:00 Friday 13th November 2015 

Meeting purpose: 36th Annual General Meeting 

Location: Frimley Baptist Church, Balmoral Drive, Frimley, GU16 9AR 

 

Attendees 

Committee members Liz Murnaghan (Madam Chair) 
Caroline Ebbage (Secretary) 
Tim Truesdale (Treasurer) 
Kevin Williams  
Rose Fox  
Richard Boreham  
 

Apologies from Sarah Francis and James Freemantle  

Other Participants 41 other members of the BCCC 
 

1. Agenda 

1. Apologies 

2. Minutes of the 2014 Annual General Meeting 

3. Chairman's report 

4. The youth section retires to elect their new committee 

5. Treasurer's report and accounts for the year to 30 June 2015 

6. Resolutions 
The committee propose that annual membership, joining fees and storage fees are 
maintained at current levels for the forthcoming year. 
 

7. Election of Committee 
a. To elect Liz Murnaghan as Chair 
b. To elect a new Secretary 
c. To elect a new Treasurer 
d. To re-elect Richard Boreham, Rose Fox, Kevin Williams, James Freemantle and Sarah Francis 

to the committee. 

8. Update on facilities development at Mytchett site 

9. Youth section return and announce their new committee 

10. Presentation of Trophies 

11. Any other business 
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Minutes 

 

1. Apologies. 
 

 Apologies received from; 

Mike Talliss, Mark Cullington, Martyn Small, Alan Small, Sarah Francis, George Lizio, Chris Belton, Michelle Smart, 
Melanie James, Garry Winckley, Jane Evans, Chris Whitney, Daniel Brock, Tim Clover, Ronnenbergh family, Neil 
Matthews, Max Juan-Balch, Howard Smith and Lorna Griffin. 

 
 
  
2. Minutes of the 2013 Annual General Meeting. 

 Approval of the minutes was proposed by Liz Murgnahan and approved without amendment by all members 
present. 

 
 
3. Youth Section. 

 At this point in the proceedings the Youth Section retired to elect the Youth Committee. 
 
 
4. Chairman’s Report. 

 See Appendix 1 for transcript of Liz Murgnahan’s report 
 
  
5. Treasurer's report and accounts for the year to 30 June 2015. 

 See Appendix 2 for copy of Tim Truesdale’s presentation of the club’s financial position 
    
 

6. Resolutions 
The Committee proposes that annual membership, joining fees and boat storage fees are 
maintained at current levels for the forthcoming year;  

 
  Membership Fees Joining Fees 

Individual £35.00 £22.00  
Family £70.00  £44.00  
Associate £21.00                                            £17.00 
Affiliated £87.00  £58.00 

 
  
                                                      Storage Fees 
 GPs and K1s £36.00 
 K2s and Sea kayaks £50.00 
 Canadians and SOTs £64.00 
 Double sea kayaks £64.00 
 

These resolutions were proposed by Alan Ebbage, seconded by Tim Truesdale, and approved without 
amendment by all members present. 
 
 
7. Election of Committee: 

 Chair; Liz Murnaghan 
(proposed by Richard Boreham, seconded by Richard Somerset, and elected by members present) 
 

 Secretary; Matt Tichbon 
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(proposed by Liz Murnaghan, seconded by Rose Fox and elected by members present) 

 Treasurer; Brian Gandy 
(proposed by Caroline Ebbage, seconded by Murray Jones and elected by members present) 
 

 Re-election of existing committee; Rose Fox, Richard Boreham, Kevin Williams, James Freemantle and Sarah 
Francis 

 

The chairman thanked Caroline Ebbage for three years serving as Secretary, and Tim Truesdale for two years as 
Treasurer, preceded by a further year on the committee.  

8. Facilities Development Update 

 Liz Murnaghan’s chairman’s report included an overview of the current position with the facilities 
development plan. 

 

9.  Election of Youth Committee: 
The youth committee returned to the main meeting and announced their representatives for the coming year; 

 Youth Chair; Joe Hansell 

 Vice Chair; Tom Castell 

 Treasurer (youth); Nathan Wall 

 Secretary (youth); Alex Veness 

 Youth Representatives; Harry Veness and Max Juan-Balch 

 

Joe Hansell advised that the youth committee were particularly keen on exploring ideas to increase youth 
membership, for example by approaching schools. This prompted a wider debate on the issue of actively seeking to 
increase membership in conjunction with a pressing need to increase the number of active coaches willing to commit 
to running courses and training programmes. 

Input included; 

- Emma Philips advised that Ravenscote School has a regular newsletter in which she was sure the club could be 
promoted, and suggested that it was likely that other schools had similar newsletters. 

- Zoe Griffiths offered her marketing skills to help the youth committee help advertise the club to the public 

- Joe Hansell advised they would like details of any courses that are being run 

- General agreement is that it is not enough to publish courses on the website unless we have a method of drawing 
prospective members to the club. 

 - Mike Simpson suggested that we return to other methods such as exhibiting at local fetes, events and schools. 

- the new noticeboard can be used to advertise courses, and needs a clearer notice with the club website details 

 

10. Presentation of Trophies: 

 Trophies were presented by Richard Somerset and Liz Murnaghan. Winners for 2015 were as follows: 
 

Hare and Hounds 2015 winner 

4 mile Challenge Alan Coleman - 52 points 

Aprils Challenge- Fastest Lady Liz Murnaghan- 54'42" 

Canadian Challenge Richard Somerset - 41 points 

Davey Trophy- fastest Double Joe Hansell & James Freemantle - 44'11" 

Fastest Single  Ben Hansell - 44'09" 

Hicks Trophy Top Single Ross Phillips - 105 points 

Runner Up Cup (Single) Liz Murnaghan - 104 points 

Millet Cup- top double Alan & Caroline Ebbage - 60 points 

Under 16 Cup –Fastest Junior  Harry Veness - 51'00" 
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Hasler Marathon 2015 winner 

Hicks Trophies- Best performance by a K2 Debbie Carpenter & Alan Ebbage (2/7) Div8 K2 (40 points) 

Matthews trophy- Best performance by a lady Liz Murnaghan (4/14) Div6 K1 (20 points) 

Wills Trophy- Best performance by a man Jon Freemantle (2/8) Div3 K1 (19 points) 

Gandy- Somerset award- most valuable paddler Joe Hansell (128 points from 7 races) 

 

 
 
 

Committees discretionary Awards 2015 winner 

Simpson trophy- newcomer to slalom not awarded 

Jarman trophy- ranked slalom paddler 
see below - award reassigned as 'most improved 
Paddlepower youth' 

Jarman trophy - most improved Paddlepower youth Marek Nahajski 

Open boat- most improved adult David Kew   

Open boat – most improved Youth Natasha Griffiths 

Marathon Youth (U12) Jamie Lovell 

Polo (youth) not awarded 

White water (youth) Max Juan-Balch 

Youth Committee award Tom Castell 

Ted Ledger Award – non paddling Contribution to 
the Club Joe Hansell 

James Bilson award for overcoming obstacles/ 
personal achievement/against the odds Lis Coleman 

Chairman’s award Paul Jeffs 

Neptune award for services to swimming Jon Freemantle  

Biggest excuses award for marathon James Freemantle 

 
 
 

11. Any Other Business 

 An email request was received by Mark Cullington for the issue of the lack of space for private boat storage 

to be raised at the meeting. (He advised that he had been waiting more than 6-months for a space). Richard 

Boreham explained that the club has cleared many unused club boats from the barn, but that these are 

largely spaces required for planned acquisitions and the new Ergos. Spaces are not necessarily allocated on a 

‘first come first served basis’. Spaces may be specific for a certain type/size of boat, and that preferential 

treatment is given to younger paddlers who train at the club on a regular basis and have no easy transport 

for their boats. There is no plan to amend this policy. 

 Richard Boreham advised that members of the committee and some other interested members are 

reviewing our current website with a view to an overhaul.  

 There are also plans to spend some club money on improving the changing facilities in the barn 

with increased space, improved flooring and benches. Volunteers will be led by the youth 

committee but other volunteers will also be required for a working party, to keep costs to a 

minimum. 
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 The new code for the barn door was announced and members can contact a member of the 

committee for details. 

Meeting closed. 

 



 

 

APPENDIX 1 

 

Mad Chair’s Report for 2015 AGM 

I did joke with Brian Gandy recently that maybe I should just read out a previous report from the last 

time I sat here; after all, what has changed? We have been racing, bought some boats, paddled in 

some new locations and eaten cake. And the Mytchett site is still undeveloped! The devil, however, 

is in the detail. 

Firstly, we are a volunteer club and although membership has remained broadly unchanged since 

2009, the number of active coaches has fallen. Many our more experienced higher-level coaches 

have moved away or retired from coaching, and although we have some new faces we really need 

more coaches and other volunteers to spread the load. You will see from Tim’s figures later that 

coaching income and Paddlepower income is down; this is because we are only running four sets of 

lessons on a Tuesday night rather than nine.  

White-water trips have also taken a hit this winter because Paul Jeffs is out of action (I hope you get 

well soon!). Financial support is available from the club and the Southern Region for people who 

wish to take coaching and leadership qualifications; if you want more information please ask. 

The Mytchett site redevelopment saga is still ongoing. I have met with Surrey County Councillors 

who grudgingly admit they may have made a mistake not building a toilet block six years ago! The 

current proposal is for a new boat store near where the current BCA hire facility is. The existing 

building will be demolished and a new café/amenity block will be located near the bank where the 

racing boats sit. There will be more parking, but how much they couldn’t say. The campsite will be 

landscaped and more permanent ‘eco-lodges’ installed, and electric hook-ups etc. Timescales are to 

be determined; just don’t hold your breath! 

One development which has been made is the new mooring facility. This has had the adverse effect 

of removing our slalom wires. The BCA cannot give us another location for them, and that combined 

with the lack of a slalom coach manes that the committee has decided to sell the slalom boats. The 

two region boats have gone to Reading. 

The new jetty has also led to a complaint made against the club for speeding. Richard Boreham and I 

have had meetings with the BCA about this and  a new policy will be issued. In brief, we are not 

allowed to create a ‘breaking wash’ along the canal. 

We are also looking to rehome the fleet of Polo boats following the loss of Yateley Pool to an 

organisation who wanted the slot every week instead of every month. The committee have been 

looking at other pools but without success. 

The racing side of the club has been going well with some very good performances from individual 

paddlers. Notably, Joe Hansell (Div2), James Freemantle (Div3), Harry Veness (Div4), Dave Hansford 

& Tracy R-C (Div7/8) and Dawn Wall & Debbie Carpenter (Div9). This means we are in a good 

position at the start of the latest Hasler season. We need more paddlers racing regularly, though, to 

ensure we can qualify for the Hasler finals. Our twelve best paddlers count, in the Southern Region. 



 

 

Banbury and Oxford do particularly well by having lots of paddlers – 40 to 60 in each race. If you are 

training regularly you should be aiming to race more often. James and Jon Freemantle are bringing in 

a ladder system so you can reference your performance against the division ranks. If you are doing 

the 6-mile Hare & Hounds in under 1 hour 10 minutes you are not going to be disgraced at a Hasler 

event. 

We had seven members enter the DW this ear. Jamie Cox and Jon Freemantle had to retire, but 

Tracy Rees-Clark & Harry Veness came 5th in the Junior/Vet class, and Justin & Carl completed the 

Endeavour Class. I paddle with Vicky Metcalfe from Pangbourne and we were the 1st Lady C2. The 

Churchers College crews completed the four-day course, coached by David Howie. 

A few new rivers have been recced; Lee Valley, where members can try rafting, white-water racing 

and freestyle, and the Blackwater and Abbey Stream offer tree-infested ditches for the agile with 

saws! 

 

 

Liz Murgnahan 

Madame ‘Mad’ Chair 
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